RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
picture postcards, might all go without diminishing by more than an infinitesimal fraction the beauty of the country. The walks and the long talks which accompanied them, were an excellent means of making friendships more intimate. The solitude a deux is, I think, much better for this purpose than playing games, or going to meetings to listen to essays or discussions.
One very great friend of mine with whom I often took such walks was J. C.Watt, who had come up to Trinity from Glasgow University, where he had been a pupil of Sir "William Thomson. After staying two years at Trinity he migrated to Jesus College ; he was elected to a Fellowship there in 1881, and to a lectureship in 1883. He never married, but lived in College until his health broke down a few years before his death in
He possessed to a degree I have never seen surpassed the power of winning the confidence of undergraduates.
He welcomed them to his rooms, took great interest in what they were doing, and knew all about their successes in games, for he rarely missed an important cricket or football match. This put them at their ease, and helped to reveal to them his kindliness, which was the secret of his success.
They felt that they had in him a real friend to whom they could go if they got into difficulties, even when these were due to their own silliness. They did so, and disclosed what they had done with a frankness much greater than most of them could have done to their own fathers. He began by telling them very frankly what he thought of their conduct, and then set to work to try to help them.
Many Jesus men who were up between 1883 and 1928 68